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JXQe 21, 2021

Seeking Sanctuar\
maisonneuYe.org/aUWicle/2021/06/21/VeekiQg-VaQcWXaU\

The Toronto Homeless Memorial iV falling apaUW. IWV blXe
fUame bXckleV XndeU Whe ZeighW of moUe Whan one WhoXVand
nameV pUinWed on Whe VheeWV of papeU inVide Whe glaVV caVe. The
fifWeen oU Vo pageV aUe fanned oXW like an accoUdion, ZiWh WZo
colXmnV of We[W on each VheeW liVWing WhoVe Zho haYe died Zhile
XnhoXVed. The VheeWV XVed Wo be UepUinWed eYeU\ monWh, Whe
fonW VqXiVhed VmalleU ZiWh each neZ ZaYe of deaWhV.
EYenWXall\, Whe nameV became neaUl\ impoVVible Wo Uead. 

 

AboYe Whe glaVV caVe iV a moVaic of maUbleV. AW iWV cenWUe iV a
flame-like Vhape, filled ZiWh a Uing of opaleVcenW Ued and oUange
VpheUeV. ColoXUV UadiaWe fUom iW like VWained glaVV. Michael
³DXckie´ MallaUd, a Wall man ZiWh a long, WapeUed ZhiWe beaUd
Zho haV e[peUienced homeleVVneVV himVelf, helped bXild Whe
moVaic in 2019. YeaUV ago, Zhen I meW DXckie, he Wold me Whe VWoU\ of Whe maUbleV. 

In 2016, Zhen he heaUd aboXW Whe deaWh of hiV fUiend BeY BeUnaUdin, a WhiUW\-WZo-\eaU-old
XnhoXVed IndigenoXV Zoman, he UemembeUed a conYeUVaWion he once had ZiWh heU. ³HeU
ZoUkeU Vaid Vhe ZaV loVing heU maUbleV becaXVe Vhe pUefeUUed Wo be oXWVide UaWheU Whan be in
a VlXm hoXVe,´ DXckie Vaid. ³So I Uan Wo Whe dollaU VWoUe, I goW a liWWle medicine poXch aW
home, I filled iW Xp ZiWh maUbleV. I gaYe heU Whe medicine poXch Wo Wake Wo heU ZoUkeU and
Va\, µGXeVV ZhaW? Mike\ foXnd m\ maUbleV!¶´ 

NoZ, he paVVeV Whem oXW in heU honoXU. The da\ Ze meW, he pXlled oXW a plaVWic black
conWaineU, like Whe oneV fUom a Thai WakeoXW UeVWaXUanW, and lifWed Whe lid. ³YoX find a maUble
WhaW caWcheV \oXU e\e,´ he Vaid. I picked Whe fiUVW one I VaZ: black ZiWh oUange and \elloZ
YeinV, UeflecWing lighW like obVidian. DXckie peeUed doZn aW me VeUioXVl\. ³EYeU\ Wime \oX find
WhaW maUble, WheUe¶V \oXU gUandmoWheU oU \oXU mom oU \oXU dad Zho¶V paVVed aZa\. IW¶V a
peUVonal Whing, oka\?´
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The homeleVV memoUial VWandV in doZnWoZn ToUonWo¶V TUiniW\ SqXaUe, UighW in fUonW of Whe
ChXUch of Whe Hol\ TUiniW\,  ZhoVe membeUV help mainWain Whe VhUine. ThoXVandV of
XnhoXVed people in ToUonWo haYe paVVed aZa\ ZiWhoXW WheiU nameV making iW onWo Whe liVW
becaXVe Whe\ died ZiWhoXW UecoUd in pUiVonV, oU alone in Whe hoVpiWal. SWill, people call Whe
chXUch fUom all oYeU Whe ZoUld, VeaUching foU loYed oneV Zho haYe diVappeaUed. In Vome
Za\V, Whe memoUial haV become a place foU la\ing Whe loVW and paVVed Wo UeVW. 

On Whe Vecond TXeVda\ of each monWh, Whe chXUch holdV a Yigil Wo honoXU WhoVe Zho haYe
died Zhile liYing on Whe VWUeeWV. In MaUch 2021, WZenW\-VeYen people VhoZ Xp in TUiniW\
SqXaUe, Vociall\ diVWanced and maVked. The mi[ of chXUch membeUV, XnhoXVed people and
acWiYiVWV liVWen Volemnl\ aV XnhoXVed commXniW\ oUgani]eUV lamenW Whe Za\V Whe pandemic
haV WoUn WhUoXgh Whe hoXVeleVV popXlaWion in Whe ciW\, UaYaging VhelWeUV and leaYing behind a
liVW of loVW liYeV in iWV Zake. 

In FebUXaU\ 2021 alone, eleYen XnhoXVed people died. On Whe chXUch¶V VoXWheUn VWepV, aV
each name iV Uead aloXd, a heaYineVV VinkV in. EYeU\ name VoXndV like anoWheU Woll of Whe
ciW\¶V hXVhed deaWh knell. 

The Church of the Hol\ Trinit\ iV locaWed neaU Whe EaWon CenWUe, clXVWeUed beWZeen Whe
gXnmeWal faceV of deVigneU VWoUeV and high-UiVe bXildingV. BXilW in 1847, Whe chXUch ZaV
foXnded b\ MaU\ LambeUW SZale, a membeU of a ZealWh\ BUiWiVh famil\ Zho ZaV maUUied Wo
an Anglican pUieVW. SZale had heaUd aboXW ToUonWo WhUoXgh BiVhop John SWUachan, When-head
of Whe Anglican ChXUch in Whe ciW\. BefoUe SZale died dXUing childbiUWh in 1845, Vhe gaYe
SWUachan fiYe WhoXVand poXndV VWeUling Wo bXild a chXUch Wo VeUYe Whe pooU. She had one
VWipXlaWion: WhaW Hol\ TUiniW\¶V peZV be ³fUee and XnappUopUiaWed foUeYeU.´ 

Among Whe ZealWh\, WhiV ZaV a Uadical VenWimenW foU Whe Wime. DXUing Whe nineWeenWh cenWXU\,
 chXUcheV ofWen made congUeganWV pa\ Wo UenW a peZ, Zhich e[clXded pooUeU familieV fUom
aWWending VeUYiceV. UndeU SZale¶V diUecWion, Hol\ TUiniW\ became an e[cepWion Wo WhiV UXle²
all ZeUe Zelcome. 

The chXUch haV been on Whe fUonW lineV of Vocial iVVXeV eYeU Vince. In Whe 1960V, iW ZaV a place
foU dUafW dodgeUV and anWi-VieWnam WaU pUoWeVWeUV Wo XniWe and XnZind. In Whe 1970V and
1980V, Zhile police ZeUe VWill Uaiding ga\ baUV and Vame-Ve[ maUUiage ceUemonieV ZeUe
pUohibiWed b\ Whe Anglican ChXUch of Canada, ga\ commXniWieV held Wea danceV in Whe naYe. 

In Whe nineWieV, Whe chXUch began neZ VeUYiceV foU Whe ciW\¶V XnhoXVed popXlaWion. The
ToUonWo HomeleVV MemoUial ZaV foXnded in 1997 b\ Whe laWe Bonnie BUiggV, a hoXVing
acWiYiVW and poeW Zho had e[peUienced homeleVVneVV. The memoUial ZaV meanW Wo honoXU
WhoVe Zho had died XnhoXVed and UendeU Whe ZoUVening hoXVing cUiViV YiVible Wo Whe pXblic.
The monWhl\ memoUial YigilV, oUgani]ed b\ BUiggV and a Vmall gUoXp of Hol\ TUiniW\ VWaff and
YolXnWeeUV, began in 2000 in UeVponVe Wo Whe alaUming UiVing moUWaliW\ UaWe of XnhoXVed
people in Whe ciW\. 
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³The memoUial haV been able Wo be a fUameZoUk, if \oX Zill, foU adYocac\,´ Va\V CaWh\ CUoZe,
a VWUeeW nXUVe Zho helped eVWabliVh Whe YigilV. CUoZe haV ZoUked ZiWh Whe ciW\¶V XnhoXVed
popXlaWion foU decadeV and noZ WeacheV in R\eUVon UniYeUViW\¶V depaUWmenW of poliWicV and
pXblic adminiVWUaWion. 

She Va\V ToUonWo¶V hoXVing cUiViV ZoUVened in Whe mid-nineWieV, Zhen goYeUnmenWV a[ed Whe
YaUioXV fedeUal planV WhaW made Xp Canada¶V naWional Vocial hoXVing pUogUam. ThiV inclXded
cXWV Wo fXnding foU neZ hoXVing, hoXVing alloZanceV and moUWgage aVViVWance. OWWaZa, Zhich
once fXnded aUoXnd WZenW\ WhoXVand neZ Vocial hoXVing XniWV peU \eaU (inclXding aboXW
3,900 in ToUonWo), offloaded Whe UeVponVibiliW\ Wo Whe pUoYinceV. ³ThaW¶V one of Whe main
UeaVonV Ze¶Ue in Whe meVV Ze¶Ue in UighW noZ,´ Va\V CUoZe. 

AUoXnd Whe Vame Wime, Whe fedeUal goYeUnmenW legali]ed Whe fiUVW Ueal-eVWaWe inYeVWmenW WUXVW
in Canada, Zhich alloZed pUiYaWe eqXiW\ fiUmV Wo fXnnel mone\ inWo bXildingV aV inYeVWmenWV.
SXddenl\, hoXVing ZaV VWaUWing Wo be Veen aV a caVh gUab, UaWheU Whan a pXblic good. RenWV
began UiVing acUoVV Whe coXnWU\ and VecXUing affoUdable hoXVing became moUe difficXlW. 

In ToUonWo, Whe falloXW of WheVe deciVionV qXickl\ became cleaU. BeWZeen 1999 and 2002, Whe
encampmenW ViWe TenW CiW\ popped Xp beWZeen doZnWoZn highZa\V and Whe HaUboXUfUonW,
jXVW WZo kilomeWUeV aZa\ fUom Whe memoUial. UnhoXVed UeVidenWV ZoUked ZiWh commXniW\
oUgani]eUV like CUoZe Wo diVWUibXWe aid aUoXnd Whe ViWe. 

NoZ, WZo decadeV laWeU, CUoZe iV ZaWching a VimilaU Vcene pla\ oXW acUoVV Whe ciW\. And
deVpiWe incUeaVed adYocac\ and aZaUeneVV aUoXnd Whe hoXVing cUiViV, Vhe¶V Veen liWWle
concUeWe change fUom polic\makeUV.

In 2016, oUgani]eUV¶ ZoUk UelaWed Wo Whe memoUial VpaUked a ToUonWo SWaU inYeVWigaWion. IW
foXnd WhaW OnWaUio and moVW of iWV mXnicipaliWieV did noW UegXlaUl\ WUack Whe deaWhV of
XnhoXVed people oXWVide of VhelWeUV, leading Wo an incompleWe picWXUe of Whe UealiWieV of
homeleVVneVV in ciWieV like ToUonWo. WiWhoXW WhiV cUXcial daWa, goYeUnmenWV ZeUe ill-eqXipped
Wo addUeVV Whe hoXVing cUiViV WhaW haV been plagXing Whe ciW\ foU decadeV. 

In UeVponVe Wo Whe SWaU inYeVWigaWion, Whe CiW\ of ToUonWo VWaUWed collecWing daWa on Whe deaWhV
of XnhoXVed people liYing oXWVide of VhelWeUV foU Whe fiUVW Wime in 2017.  The ciW\ Vaid WhiV
WUacking ZoXld infoUm iWV effoUWV Wo impUoYe Whe healWh of YXlneUable popXlaWionV. DeVpiWe
WhiV VWep, Whe chXUch Voon diVcoYeUed WhaW iWV ZoUk ZiWh iWV XnhoXVed neighboXUV ZaV faU
fUom finiVhed. 

When CoYid-19 WoUe WhUoXgh ToUonWo in 2020 and VhXW Whe ciW\ doZn, man\ VXppoUW V\VWemV
foU Whe XnhoXVed commXniW\ VhXWWeUed ZiWh iW. B\ Ma\ 2020, one in fiYe Canadian chaUiWable
oUgani]aWionV had VXVpended oU ceaVed opeUaWionV, Vince WheiU UeYenXeV ZeUe VlaVhed and
man\ Uelied on cloVe-conWacW gaWheUingV. GoYeUnmenW VeUYiceV began Wo falWeU, aV VhelWeUV had
Wo UedXce Whe nXmbeU of bedV aYailable dXe Wo Vocial diVWancing pUoWocolV. CoYid-19 WeVWing
UaUel\ Ueached XnhoXVed commXniWieV. 
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BaVic neceVViWieV like pUoYiding peUVonal pUoWecWiYe eqXipmenW, ZaWeU,  VaniWaWion and healWh
caUe foU XnhoXVed people immediaWel\ fell on Whe VhoXldeUV of commXniW\ oUgani]aWionV ZiWh
limiWed UeVoXUceV. Hol\ TUiniW\ ZaV one of Whem. AfWeU man\ \eaUV of honoXUing deaWhV, Whe
chXUch commXniW\ VXddenl\ foXnd iWVelf WU\ing Wo keep people aliYe. OYeU Whe coXUVe of a feZ
ZeekV, a Vmall gUoXp of VWaff, YolXnWeeUV and XnhoXVed people became UeVponVible foU Whe
liYeV of WhoXVandV.

 



5/16

Zachar\ Grant is sitting in their office in Hol\ TUiniW\¶V old UecWoU\ ZiWh WheiU WaWWoo-
coYeUed handV claVped WogeWheU. GUanW haV VeUYed aV Whe chXUch¶V commXniW\ diUecWoU Vince
2019. TheiU Uole inYolYeV cooUdinaWing oXWUeach Wo YXlneUable and maUginali]ed popXlaWionV
aUoXnd ToUonWo, inclXding local IndigenoXV commXniWieV and people e[peUiencing VXbVWance
XVe diVoUdeU. 

GUanW haV a long hiVWoU\ in commXniW\ oUgani]ing²Whe\¶Ye ZoUked ZiWh people liYing ZiWh
HIV/AIDS aV Zell aV incaUceUaWed people. NoZ, Whe\ ZanW Wo enVXUe WhaW Hol\ TUiniW\¶V
WUadiWionV of Vocial acWiYiVm aUe paVVed doZn Wo a \oXngeU geneUaWion of VWaff and YolXnWeeUV.
³IW¶V VoUW of oXU Uole Wo be one of Whe laVW YeVWigeV of pXblic Vpace WhaW¶V fUee and aYailable foU
all in Whe doZnWoZn coUe,´ Whe\ Va\.

When Whe pandemic hiW, GUanW and WheiU colleagXe Eli]abeWh CXmmingV, Zho helpV oUgani]e
donaWionV and food VeUYiceV aW Whe chXUch, Ueali]ed WhaW Whe aid aYailable foU XnhoXVed
popXlaWionV aUoXnd Whe ciW\ mighW be affecWed. The\ ZeUe XnpUepaUed Wo VWep in²WheiU Weam
ZaV onl\ XVed Wo VeUYing aboXW foUW\ XnhoXVed people a da\²bXW GUanW Va\V Whe\ kneZ Whe\
had Wo do VomeWhing. ³We jXVW looked aW each oWheU, and Ze ZeUe like, µAUe Ze going Wo Ueall\
do WhiV?¶´

The chXUch decided Wo VWa\ open in accoUdance ZiWh CoYid-19 VafeW\ meaVXUeV, onl\ alloZing
a Vmall Weam inVide Whe bXilding and enVXUing WhaW all XnhoXVed people picking Xp mealV oU
oWheU eVVenWialV Uemained oXWVide. B\ ApUil 2020, Whe\ ZeUe giYing oXW aboXW WhUee hXndUed
mealV a da\. 

TaUa CXUUie, a WZenW\-one-\eaU-old cXlinaU\ VWXdenW, led Whe chXUch¶V UniW\ KiWchen. AV head
chef, Vhe pUepaUed WhoXVandV of mealV on a Vingle foXU-bXUneU VWoYe. The commXniW\ kiWchen
ZaV deYeloped WhUoXgh a paUWneUVhip ZiWh Whe ToUonWo UUban NaWiYe MiniVWU\ (TUNM), an
IndigenoXV-led faiWh oUgani]aWion dedicaWed Wo VeUYing IndigenoXV people in Whe GUeaWeU
ToUonWo AUea.

AV Whe demand foU Hol\ TUiniW\¶V VeUYiceV gUeZ, Whe chXUch¶V WUanVfoUmaWion ZaV VWaggeUing.
BefoUe Whe pandemic, Hol\ TUiniW\ had been a place of UeVpiWe foU XnhoXVed people Wo eVcape
Whe biWWeU cold oU Whe XnfoUgiYing heaW, VomeZheUe Whe\ coXld haYe a ZaUm meal oU Vleep in
peace dXUing Whe da\. TheUe had been ma\be one Uack foU cloWhing donaWionV. 

When I YiViWed in MaUch 2021, Whe line foU fUee mealV e[Wended almoVW one hXndUed meWUeV
fUom Whe chXUch dooUV Wo Ba\ SWUeeW. AW Whe bXilding¶V enWUance, maVked YolXnWeeUV balanced
cXpV of VoXp and plaWeV of fUXiW, chaWWing ZiWh WhoVe aW Whe fUonW of Whe qXeXe. InVide, UackV of
donaWed cloWheV cUoZded Whe naYe like a conVignmenW VWoUe. RoZV of VhoeV lined daUk Zooden
peZV, and VWained glaVV ZindoZV VcaWWeUed jeZel-Woned lighW acUoVV Vleeping bagV and WXbV of
menVWUXal pUodXcWV. 
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A \eaU eaUlieU, an encampmenW ViWe began gUoZing aUoXnd Whe chXUch. People had pUopped
Xp WenWV aUoXnd Hol\ TUiniW\ befoUe, bXW WheUe had onl\ been a handfXl. AW Whe heighW of Whe
TUiniW\ SqXaUe encampmenW ViWe laVW VXmmeU, oYeU Vi[W\ people liYed in WenWV on chXUch
gUoXndV. 

AfWeU Whe pandemic hiW, adYocaWeV eVWimaWe WhaW WhoXVandV of people foXnd UefXge in WenWV aV
VhelWeUV VXUged Wo capaciW\ and moUe XnhoXVed people feaUed Whe condiWionV inVide VhelWeUV.
B\ Ma\ 2021, 1,553 CoYid-19 caVeV ZeUe linked Wo VhelWeU oXWbUeakV in ToUonWo. In JanXaU\
and FebUXaU\ 2021 alone, Whe ciW\ docXmenWed eighWeen VhelWeU UeVidenW deaWhV; in WhoVe
Vame monWhV in 2019, eighW people died. 

³ToUonWo haV oYeU VeYenW\ VhelWeUV, and a Zhole bXnch of Whem aUe VWill ZhaW Ze call
congUegaWe VhelWeUV « Zhich meanV WhaW people aUe Vleeping ZiWh man\ people in Whe Vame
Vpace,´ Va\V CUoZe. ThUoXgh Whe fiUVW and Vecond ZaYeV of Whe pandemic, VhelWeUV ofWen had
inVXfficienW VafeW\ meaVXUeV. The ciW\ didn¶W eYen iVVXe a maVk mandaWe foU VhelWeU UeVidenWV
XnWil SepWembeU 2020.

TheVe miVVWepV ZeUe eVpeciall\ conceUning giYen Whe XnhoXVed popXlaWion haV a high UaWe of
chUonic medical condiWionV, VXch aV lXng diVeaVe and VeUioXV heaUW condiWionV. OnWaUio¶V
XnhoXVed popXlaWion iV oYeU WZenW\ WimeV moUe likel\ Whan hoXVed people Wo be hoVpiWali]ed
foU CoYid-19. The\¶Ue alVo oYeU fiYe WimeV moUe likel\ Wo die ZiWhin WZenW\-one da\V of a
poViWiYe WeVW, accoUding Wo a VWXd\ pXbliVhed in Whe Canadian Medical AVVociaWion JoXUnal. 

So aV neZV of Whe VhelWeU oXWbUeakV VpUead, people clamoXUed Wo find oWheU placeV Wo liYe. The
chXUch Weam pUoYided WhoVe VWa\ing in TUiniW\ SqXaUe ZiWh food, cloWhing  and oWheU eVVenWial
VXpplieV aV Whe VeaVonV VhifWed. CXmmingV UecallV hoZ oYeUZhelming Whe fiUVW feZ monWhV
ZeUe, eVpeciall\ Zhen Whe ZeaWheU dipped Wo -5 degUeeV CelViXV. ³The people Ze ZeUe VeUYing
²Whe\ ZeUe VWXck oXWVide,´ Whe\ Va\. ³People ZeUe VhUXnken.´ 

When Whe ciW\ cloVed all of Whe ZaVhUoomV in Whe doZnWoZn coUe, GUanW VhoYelled feceV
aUoXnd Whe chXUch becaXVe encampmenW membeUV had no acceVV Wo baVic VaniWaWion. ³We all
haYe a loW of pUide and oXU commXniW\ iV VWUong becaXVe of WhiV Wime, bXW Ze all haYe PTSD
fUom hoZ mXch Ze had Wo Wake on,´ GUanW Va\V. ³AW WhaW Wime, I mean, Ze ZeUe WeUUified.´
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In one da\, Jamie Watson loVW almoVW eYeU\Whing. MemphiV, heU fiYe-monWh-old Von, ZaV
being WUeaWed aW Whe HoVpiWal foU Sick ChildUen in ToUonWo. He ZaV boUn ZiWh a heaUW defecW
and ZaV laWeU diagnoVed ZiWh liYeU ciUUhoViV. In 2016, docWoUV Wold WaWVon and heU hXVband
WhaW WheiU Von had leVV Whan foUW\-eighW hoXUV Wo liYe. ³He had neYeU come home,´ Vhe Va\V.

LaWeU WhaW da\, Zhen Whe coXple UeWXUned Wo Whe apaUWmenW Whe\ ZeUe VXbleWWing and pXW WheiU
ke\ in Whe dooU, iW ZoXldn¶W open. The peUVon Whe\ ZeUe VXbleWWing fUom had been kicked oXW,
and Whe\ loVW all of WheiU poVVeVVionV WhaW ZeUe lefW in Whe apaUWmenW. ³I don¶W Whink an\Whing
coXld haYe goWWen ZoUVe afWeU all WhaW²jXggling beWZeen a fXneUal and no home,´ WaWVon
Va\V. 

AV a moWheU of eighW bo\V, heU pUimaU\ conceUn ZaV VhelWeUing heU oWheU kidV. She and heU
hXVband Vold eYeU\Whing Whe\ oZned WhaW ZaV noW in Whe apaUWmenW, VpliW Whe $30,000
beWZeen WheiU moWheUV Wo UaiVe WheiU childUen, and began liYing on Whe VWUeeWV. 

WaWVon and heU hXVband haYe liYed aW Whe TUiniW\ SqXaUe encampmenW ViWe foU oYeU a \eaU
noZ. OccaVionall\, Whe\¶Ye acceVVed VhelWeUV, bXW Whe\¶Ye alZa\V UeWXUned Wo Hol\ TUiniW\.
³ThiV iV m\ Vafe VpoW,´ WaWVon Va\V. She didn¶W feel comfoUWable in Whe VhelWeUV WhaW hoXVed
foUW\ Wo Vi[W\ people in a Uoom ZiWh onl\ diYideUV Wo VepaUaWe Whem. 

OYeU Whe paVW \eaU, aV WhoXVandV of XnhoXVed people haYe elecWed Wo VWa\ oXWdooUV, foXU main
encampmenW ViWeV haYe foUmed in ToUonWo: MoVV PaUk, TUiniW\ BellZoodV PaUk, Ale[andUa
PaUk and LampoUW SWadiXm PaUk. Do]enV of VmalleU ViWeV haYe alVo popped Xp, like Whe one b\
Whe chXUch. 
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ThoXgh Vome commXniW\ oUgani]aWionV haYe WUied Wo WUack encampmenW popXlaWion
nXmbeUV, Whe nomadic and VpoUadic naWXUe of WheVe ViWeV haV made collecWing VWaWiVWicV
difficXlW. B\ ciW\ appUo[imaWionV, WheUe aUe aUoXnd foXU hXndUed people VWa\ing in Whe
encampmenWV aUoXnd ToUonWo. FUonWline ZoUkeUV eVWimaWe WheUe aUe, aW minimXm, oYeU one
WhoXVand UeVidenWV. ³We¶Ye goW oXU oZn liWWle famil\ heUe,´ Va\V WaWVon of TUiniW\ SqXaUe.

People VWa\ing aW Whe encampmenW ViWe haYe qXickl\ become commXniW\ leadeUV. DaYe, an
AniVhnaZbe man fUom WhiWefiVh RiYeU FiUVW NaWion, foXnded Whe NaWiYe WiVhing Well. UVing
IndigenoXV bXVhcUafW and cXlWXUal pUacWiceV and hiV backgUoXnd in paUamedicine, he¶V
leading a Weam of oWheU XnhoXVed people Wo VXppoUW an\ diVWUeVVed people Zho come Wo
TUiniW\ SqXaUe. The Weam¶V VeUYiceV inclXde 24/7 cUiViV mediaWion, fiUVW aid and an oYeUdoVe
UeVponVe pUogUam.

Since man\ haUm UedXcWion VeUYiceV and Vafe injecWion ViWeV haYe cloVed oU UeVWUicWed WheiU
hoXUV, Whe ciW\ haV ZiWneVVed Whe deYaVWaWing inWeUVecWion of WhUee cUiVeV: Whe opioid epidemic,
Whe hoXVing cUiViV and Whe CoYid-19 pandemic. BeWZeen ApUil 2019 and ApUil 2020, 23
peUcenW of people Zho died b\ accidenWal opioid Wo[iciW\ in ToUonWo ZeUe XnhoXVed²moUe
Whan WZice Whe nXmbeU of people Zho died beWZeen 2017 and 2018. AV menWal healWh and
Vocial VXppoUW VeUYiceV haYe become incUeaVingl\ inacceVVible, DaYe haV Veen people
ZandeUing inWo Whe VqXaUe in YaUioXV VWaWeV of cUiViV: Vome ZiWh gXnVhoW ZoXndV, oWheUV ZiWh
no cloWheV on, and a feZ e[peUiencing oYeUdoVeV. HiV Weam WUeaWV an\one Zho accepWV help. 

ThUoXgh pUogUamV like Whe NaWiYe WiVhing Well, WhoVe in Whe commXniW\ aUoXnd Whe chXUch
aUe looking oXW foU one anoWheU aV Whe oYeUbXUdened healWh-caUe V\VWem lookV aZa\. FoU a
peUiod of Wime, pink nalo[one kiWV hXng fUom WUee bUancheV oYeU WenWV aW TUiniW\ SqXaUe.
AnoWheU nalo[one kiW haV been WXcked inWo a deVk dUaZeU aW Whe chXUch¶V enWUance foU \eaUV. 

The Hol\ TUiniW\ commXniW\ haV alVo VWepped in Wo pUoYide CoYid-19 WeVWing. EaUl\ on in Whe
pandemic, if XnhoXVed people ZanWed Wo geW WeVWed, Whe\ ZoXld haYe Wo ZaiW in lineV aW
hoVpiWalV and clinicV WhaW VWUeWched foU hoXUV. BXW foU XnhoXVed people, Zho ma\ need Wo geW
back Wo VhelWeUV in Wime foU mealV, Whe lX[XU\ of Wime can be in VhoUW VXppl\. 

In Ma\ 2020, Hol\ TUiniW\ paUWneUed ZiWh TUNM, SancWXaU\ (a ChUiVWian chXUch WhaW VeUYeV
pooU and XnhoXVed commXniWieV) and Whe CenWUe foU WiVe PUacWiceV in IndigenoXV HealWh aW
Women¶V College HoVpiWal, Zhich peUfoUmV WUadiWional IndigenoXV medical pUacWiceV and
ceUemonieV. TogeWheU, Whe\ laXnched ZhaW oUgani]eUV belieYe ZaV Whe ciW\¶V fiUVW mobile
CoYid-19 WeVWing ViWe aW TUiniW\ SqXaUe. IW WakeV place on ViWe eYeU\ monWh, and Whe
AniVhnaZbe HealWh ToUonWo Weam, an IndigenoXV-led healWh-caUe oUgani]aWion, haV e[panded
Whe pUogUam acUoVV Whe ciW\. 

Time and Wime again, aV goYeUnmenWV and healWh-caUe V\VWemV haYe falWeUed, commXniW\
membeUV haYe held VWead\ WogeWheU. 
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The men came in the middle of the night. One eYening in NoYembeU 2020, a coXple of
ZhiWe-paVVing men appUoached a WenW neVWled b\ Whe noUWh Vide of Whe chXUch. IW belonged Wo
WhUee IndigenoXV Zomen. The men heaYed paWio VWoneV onWo Whe WenW, qXickl\ piled VWackV of
flammable maWeUial on Wop, VeW iW on fiUe and VpUinWed aZa\. The WenW ZenW Xp in a bla]e. A
gUeaW plXme of Vmoke Vnaked Xp in Whe Vk\, high oYeU Whe Wop of Whe chXUch. 
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WaWVon¶V hXVband, aleUWed Wo Whe flameV, UXVhed Wo pXW Whe fiUe oXW, bXW Whe damage ZaV done.
When GUanW aUUiYed on Whe Vcene Whe ne[W da\, eYeU\Whing in Whe WenW ZaV bXUned. Onl\ Whe
chaUUed UemainV of iWemV like a beach XmbUella and palleWV Uemained. TheUe aUe VWill
blackened VcoUch maUkV on Whe Vide of Whe chXUch Woda\.

The \oXng IndigenoXV Zoman Zho ZaV VXppoVed Wo be VWa\ing in Whe WenW alone WhaW nighW
had lefW befoUe Whe fiUe, bXW Vhe UeWXUned Wo Whe aVheV of heU belongingV. ³She ZaV YeU\
VcaUed,´ Va\V GUanW. ³BXW WhiV iV a UealiW\ WhaW Vhe liYeV ZiWh.´ IndigenoXV Zomen aUe
diVpUopoUWionaWel\ UepUeVenWed in Whe XnhoXVed popXlaWion, and Whe\ aUe alVo WhUee WimeV
moUe likel\ Whan non-IndigenoXV Zomen Wo e[peUience Yiolence. ³[The men] ZoXldn¶W haYe
knoZn ZheWheU Vomebod\ ZaV in Whe WenW oU noW,´ GUanW Va\V. ³IW ZaV delibeUaWe.´

When Whe police aUUiYed, GUanW Va\V iW Wook Whe officeUV aboXW WhiUW\ minXWeV Wo deWeUmine
WhaW Whe\ likel\ coXld noW pXUVXe Whe caVe an\ fXUWheU. AlWhoXgh police acceVVed VecXUiW\
fooWage of Whe eYenW Zhich had been capWXUed b\ a neaUb\ hoWel, GUanW Wold me police didn¶W
Whink Whe\ coXld caWch Whe peUpeWUaWoUV XVing Whe aYailable infoUmaWion. (A ToUonWo Police
VpokeVpeUVon confiUmed WhaW officeUV YieZed fooWage of Whe VXVpecWV. HoZeYeU, Whe\ Vaid
facWoUV like image qXaliW\, cameUa angle obVWUXcWionV and face coYeUingV ma\ impede Whe
XVefXlneVV of Whe Yideo eYidence.  An inYeVWigaWoU iV aVVigned Wo Whe caVe, Zhich UemainV
open.) 

GUanW ZaV diVappoinWed ZiWh hoZ Whe police and fiUe depaUWmenW UeVponded Wo Whe incidenW.
Along ZiWh oWheU commXniW\ oUgani]eUV, Whe\ WUied Wo Ueach oXW Wo ciW\ officialV foU help, bXW
felW Whe maWWeU ZaV once again moVWl\ diVUegaUded. When conWacWed foU WhiV VWoU\, boWh MP
Adam VaXghan, Zho UepUeVenWV Spadina²FoUW YoUk, and a VpokeVpeUVon foU ToUonWo CenWUe
CiW\ CoXncilloU KUiVW\n Wong-Tam, Vaid WheUe ZaV liWWle Whe\ coXld do Vince Whe incidenW fallV
XndeU police jXUiVdicWion.

BXW Whe aWWack iV faU fUom an iVolaWed incidenW. BacklaVh againVW encampmenW ViWeV haV been
moXnWing aV ToUonWo¶V XnhoXVed popXlaWion haV become incUeaVingl\ YiVible in pXblic paUkV.
AccoUding Wo Simone  TB, a YolXnWeeU ZiWh EncampmenW SXppoUW NeWZoUk (ESN) Zho YiViWV
encampmenW ViWeV mXlWiple WimeV peU Zeek Wo deliYeU food and oWheU baVic neceVViWieV, WenWV
aUoXnd Whe ciW\ haYe faced man\ foUmV of Yiolence. ³I Vee haUaVVmenW fUom neighboXUV and
Whe WoZnhomeV and people WhUoZing gaUbage,´ Vhe Va\V. ³TheUe¶V jXVW WhiV angeU and lack of
XndeUVWanding fUom oWheU ciWi]enV.´ 

In MaUch 2020, Whe ciW\ began moYing Vome of Whe XnhoXVed popXlaWion inVide fUom
encampmenW ViWeV Wo a neZ hoWel VhelWeU V\VWem, Zhich iV compUiVed of UoXghl\ WZenW\ UenWed
hoWelV VpUead acUoVV ToUonWo. To make Xp foU limiWed VhelWeU bedV, Whe ciW\ haV pUoYided Xp Wo
WhUee WhoXVand VpaceV in WempoUaU\ VhelWeUV and hoWel pUogUamV. 

Wong-Tam¶V office Vaid one of Whe UeaVonV foU Whe WempoUaU\ VhelWeU V\VWem iV XnVafe
encampmenW VeWWingV; aV of MaUch 15, 2021, WheUe haYe been aW leaVW WZenW\-VeYen
encampmenW fiUeV, inclXding aW leaVW one deaWh. GiYen Whe limiWed nXmbeU of ciW\ VWaff
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aYailable Wo enVXUe VafeW\ foU Whe UoXghl\ VeYenW\-fiYe encampmenWV VcaWWeUed aUoXnd
ToUonWo, Wong-Tam¶V office Vaid moYing almoVW 1,390 XnhoXVed people inVide Vince ApUil
2020 ZaV a neceVVaU\ meaVXUe. 

GUanW belieYeV incUeaVing WempoUaU\ hoXVing ZaV an impoUWanW achieYemenW, eVpeciall\
dXUing Whe ZinWeU monWhV, bXW Va\V iW alVo came ZiWh ceUWain dUaZbackV. ³AV [Whe hoWel VhelWeU
V\VWem] iV goYeUned b\ Whe VhelWeU V\VWem, WheUe aUe qXiWe a feZ ]eUo-WoleUance policieV,´ Whe\
Va\. ShelWeU UeVidenWV haYe UepoUWedl\ had Wo leaYe foU UeaVonV like Waking Whe VWaiUV inVWead of
Whe eleYaWoUV oU haYing Woo man\ bagV in WheiU UoomV. ³We VaZ a floZ beWZeen people being
XpdaWed Wo hoXVing and When being kicked oXW and UeWXUning back Wo TUiniW\ SqXaUe.´ 

WaWVon, Zho haV VWa\ed in a hoWel VhelWeU in ScaUboUoXgh, Va\V Vhe pUefeUV liYing aW TUiniW\
SqXaUe inVWead. ³We haYe Whe hoWel,´ Vhe Va\V, ³bXW honeVWl\, iW¶V like jail.´ The hoWel VhelWeU
V\VWem XVXall\ VepaUaWeV UeVidenWV inWo WheiU oZn UoomV, and being alone foU an e[Wended
peUiod of Wime haV incUeaVed Whe UaWe of deaWhV fUom dUXg oYeUdoVeV in WheVe locaWionV. Wong-
Tam¶V office noWed WhaW in UeVponVe Wo Whe UiVe in faWal opioid oYeUdoVeV and VhelWeU-UelaWed
deaWhV, Whe ciW\ haV inYeVWed $7.6 million in haUm UedXcWion pUogUamV foU all VhelWeUV. 

EYen ZiWh Whe neZ fXnding foU VXpeUYiVed conVXmpWion ViWeV in VhelWeU hoWelV, Vome
polic\makeUV feel Whe ciW\¶V effoUWV aUe falling VhoUW. VaXghan XndeUVWandV Zh\ deciVion-
makeUV felW compelled Wo acW immediaWel\, bXW he can Vee Zh\ man\ people WempoUaUil\
hoXVed in WheVe VeWWingV don¶W ZanW Wo VWa\ WheUe. ³The old hoWel Wen minXWeV oXW of WoZn iV
jXVW like Whe homeleVV VhelWeU aW Whe end of Whe da\, eVpeciall\ if \oX impoVe haUVh UXleV and
UegXlaWionV, and goYeUn people¶V liYeV and don¶W giYe Whem fUeedom,´ VaXghan Va\V. ³People¶V
liYed e[peUienceV [aUe] being ignoUed « and ZhaW people feel maWWeUV.´
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For those who decide to remain outside, finding an\ kind of VWUXcWXUe Wo pUoWecW Whem
fUom Whe elemenWV can be Whe Whin line dUaZn beWZeen life and deaWh. Khaleel SeiYZUighW, a
caUpenWeU, haV been cUeaWing Vmall UefXgeV acUoVV Whe ciW\ ZiWh hiV ToUonWo Tin\ ShelWeUV,
VWUXcWXUeV WhaW aUe eighW feeW long and fiYe feeW high. He began bXilding Whem in SepWembeU
2020 on a YolXnWeeU baViV, ZoUking VeYen da\V peU Zeek Wo conVWUXcW Whe VhelWeUV oXW of
Zood, foam and inVXlaWion. The\¶Ue alVo faVhioned ZiWh a caUbon mono[ide deWecWoU, Vmoke
alaUm, ZindoZ and WZo lockV on Whe dooU.

In 2017, SeiYZUighW liYed oXWVide in a WenW in VancoXYeU. He callV Whe e[peUience Whe moVW
challenging paUW of hiV life. He can¶W imagine hoZ people faUe in ToUonWo WempeUaWXUeV, Zhich
iV Zh\ he meWicXloXVl\ UeVeaUched Whe amoXnW of inVXlaWion needed Wo keep people ZaUm. ³I
ZaV fUee]ing in -10 [degUeeV],´ he Va\V. When people liYe oXWVide in -15 oU -20 degUee
ZeaWheU, ³Whe\ mXVW be ZondeUing if Whe\¶Ue going Wo Zake Xp dead.´ 

WaWVon VWa\ed in one of SeiYZUighW¶V Win\ VhelWeUV inVWalled in TUiniW\ SqXaUe laVW \eaU. ³I
Ueall\ enjo\ed iW,´ Vhe Va\V. ³M\ ZindoZ acWXall\ opened.´ She ZenW Wo DollaUama one da\
and boXghW VWUing lighWV and a Vhagg\ caUpeW, Zhich Vhe glXed onWo a Zall. On Whe oppoViWe
Zall, WheUe ZeUe picWXUeV of heU famil\ and heU childUen. HeU Wime in Whe Win\ VhelWeU came Wo
an end Zhen Vhe WempoUaUil\ ZenW Wo VWa\ aW Whe hoWel VhelWeU, bXW Vhe ZaV happ\ Wo knoZ Whe
Win\ VhelWeU ZaV giYen Wo anoWheU peUVon in need. 

IW¶V WUXe WheUe haYe been incidenWV inYolYing WheVe VWUXcWXUeV. WaWVon once VaZ a diVWUeVVed
man e[peUiencing a menWal healWh epiVode bXUn doZn hiV Win\ home aW TUiniW\ SqXaUe. CiW\
officialV XVed WhiV fiUe and oneV in oWheU encampmenW ViWeV Wo jXVWif\ filing an injXncWion
againVW SeiYZUighW in FebUXaU\ Wo VWop him fUom bXilding, diVWUibXWing and inVWalling hiV
VhelWeUV acUoVV Whe ciW\. (SeiYZUighW poinWV oXW WhaW hiV laWeVW VhelWeUV aUe made ZiWh
UockZool, an inflammable maWeUial.) 

The injXncWion ciWeV b\laZV WhaW ban camping and liYing in ciW\ paUkV.  ToUonWo FiUe SeUYiceV
alVo claimV WhaW Win\ VhelWeUV aUe XnVafe, noWing WhaW 2020 VaZ a 250 peUcenW incUeaVe in
encampmenW fiUeV. (GiYen WheUe iV no Volid daWa collecWed b\ officialV aboXW Whe nXmbeU of
encampmenW ViWeV, iW¶V XncleaU ZheWheU WhiV incUeaVe in encampmenW fiUeV iV pUopoUWional Wo
Whe coUUeVponding UiVe of people in encampmenW ViWeV oYeUall.) 

FolloZing Whe injXncWion, commXniW\ membeUV haYe come oXW in VXppoUW of SeiYZUighW¶V Win\
VhelWeUV. MoUe Whan fiYe WhoXVand people haYe donaWed oYeU $275,000 Wo SeiYZUighW¶V
cUoZdfXnding campaign, Zhich ZaV oUiginall\ meanW Wo fXnd Whe pXUchaVe of conVWUXcWion
maWeUialV, bXW noZ Zill help VXppoUW hiV legal feeV. 

EYeU\ Wime SeiYZUighW haV aVked Whe ciW\ foU an official fiUe VafeW\ inVpecWion, he¶V been
denied. ³I Whink iW¶V a UefXVal Wo, in an\ Za\, legiWimi]e WheVe Win\ VhelWeUV e[iVWing and helping
people,´ he Va\V. SeiYZUighW haV ceaVed bXilding VhelWeUV, bXW he iV pUepaUed Wo pXUVXe a
conVWiWXWional fighW againVW Whe ciW\ b\laZ pUohibiWing people fUom VWa\ing oXWVide if Whe caVe
againVW him iVn¶W dUopped. 
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WaWVon deVcUibeV Whe ciW\¶V acWionV WoZaUdV encampmenWV aV combaWiYe againVW XnhoXVed
people. IW¶V noW jXVW Whe VhelWeUV, Vhe Va\V. The lighW poVWV aUoXnd TUiniW\ SqXaUe XVed Wo haYe
plXgV WhaW people coXld XVe Wo poZeU WheiU heaWeUV oU chaUge phoneV, XnWil one da\ ciW\
officialV came in and coYeUed Whem Xp. A VpokeVpeUVon foU Whe ciW\ Vaid WhaW encampmenW
UeVidenWV¶ XVe of plXgV ZaV a VafeW\ UiVk. BXW foU WaWVon, Whe ciW\ ZaV Vending anoWheU
meVVage. ³IW¶V like Ze¶Ue noW deVeUYing,´ Vhe Va\V. ³We¶Ue noW good enoXgh Wo haYe WhoVe
WhingV.´

 
Leigh Kern remembers ZaWching Whe police officeUV conYeUge on Whe VqXaUe. A UeYeUend
ZiWh TUMN, Vhe haV ZiWneVVed police UaidV dXUing Zhich officeUV UXn encampmenW membeUV¶
nameV WhUoXgh WheiU V\VWem Wo check foU ZaUUanWV, eYen minimal oneV fUom oWheU ciWieV, ofWen
leading Wo aUUeVWV. ThoXgh WhiV pUacWice pUedaWed Whe pandemic, eYeU\ Wime Whe police
UeWXUned, KeUn Va\V Whe ViWe ZaV immediaWel\ chaUged ZiWh an[ieW\ and feaU. ³HoXVeleVV
people e[peUience police inWeUYenWion eYeU\ da\. IW iV paUW of WheiU dail\ e[peUience being
policed and haUaVVed, jXVW foU e[iVWing in pXblic Vpace,´ Vhe Va\V. 

EffoUWV Wo moYe people oXW of encampmenWV e[Wend Wo goYeUnmenW polic\ aV Zell. In MaUch
2021, Whe ciW\ annoXnced PaWhZa\ InVide, a pUogUam Zhich aimV Wo UelocaWe UeVidenWV fUom
Whe foXU main encampmenW ViWeV Wo Whe doZnWoZn NoYoWel ToUonWo CenWUe hoWel.
EncampmenW UeVidenWV UeceiYed noWiceV WhaW if Whe\ didn¶W moYe Wo WheVe neZ VhelWeUV b\
ApUil 6, Whe\ ZoXld haYe Wo leaYe Whe paUkV. The ciW\ haV leaVed Whe hoWel²Xp Wo 254 UoomV²
XnWil aW leaVW Whe end of 2021. 

PaWhZa\ InVide iV meanW Wo be a VWepping VWone foU encampmenW UeVidenWV Wo VecXUe
peUmanenW, affoUdable hoXVing. In DecembeU 2019, ToUonWo Ma\oU John ToU\ commiWWed
$23.4 billion oYeU Whe ne[W Wen \eaUV Wo Whe caXVe. The ciW\ Va\V 1,248 neZ affoUdable XniWV²



14/16

Vpecificall\ allocaWed foU people e[peUiencing chUonic homeleVVneVV²Zill be aYailable b\ Whe
end of Whe \eaU. And in ApUil 2021, Whe pUoYincial goYeUnmenW annoXnced $15.4 million foU
VXppoUWiYe hoXVing WhaW aidV YXlneUable commXniWieV aW UiVk of homeleVVneVV in ToUonWo. 

BXW man\ commXniW\ oUgani]eUV and encampmenW UeVidenWV aUe ZaU\ of Whe ciW\¶V claimV.
Simone  TB, Zho ZoUkV ZiWh ESN, Va\V pUogUamV like WheVe VeUYe Wo minimi]e Whe pXbliciW\
aUoXnd homeleVVneVV ZiWhoXW offeUing an immediaWe incUeaVe in peUmanenW hoXVing like
man\ encampmenW UeVidenWV aUe calling foU. ³[The ciW\ iV] noW aVking people ZhaW Whe\ need,´
Vhe Va\V. ³IW¶V a UebUanding of eYicWion.´ (A VpokeVpeUVon foU Wong-Tam, Zho VXppoUWV Whe
pUogUam, Va\V ciW\ VWaff YiViWed Whe foXU main encampmenW ViWeV in FebUXaU\ 2021, Vpeaking
Wo aW leaVW WZenW\ people VWa\ing WheUe aboXW WheiU WhoXghWV on PaWhZa\ InVide.)

Simone TB belieYeV Whe ciW\ iV foUcibl\ UemoYing people fUom WheiU homeV becaXVe neaUb\
UeVidenWV don¶W ZanW Wo Vee XnhoXVed people in pXblic paUkV. She Va\V pUogUamV like WheVe aUe
VilenWl\ dUaZing Whe Yeil back oYeU Whe hoXVing cUiViV WhaW haV plagXed ToUonWo foU decadeV.
³IW¶V Waking aZa\ Whe YiVibiliW\ of WhiV cUiViV WhaW Ze¶Ue in,´ Vhe Va\V. ³TheUe¶V no hXmaniW\ in
iW.´ 

On ApUil 1, jXVW da\V befoUe Whe ciW\ planned Wo begin enfoUcing encampmenW eYicWionV, Whe
plan ZaV WempoUaU\ VXVpended dXe Wo a CoYid-19 oXWbUeak inVide Whe NoYoWel hoWel. BXW b\
mid-Ma\, Whe ciW\ began Waking acWion. AW LampoUW SWadiXm PaUk, encampmenW UeVidenWV
UeceiYed WUeVpaVV noWiceV, Zhich WhUeaWened aUUeVWV and fineV  of Xp Wo $10,000 if Whe\ didn¶W
leaYe Whe paUk ZiWhin Whe coming da\V.

On Ma\ 19, WenVionV eUXpWed aV do]enV of ToUonWo police officeUV (Vome moXnWed on
hoUVeback), ciW\ ZoUkeUV and coUpoUaWe VecXUiW\ gXaUdV aWWempWed Wo UemoYe encampmenW
UeVidenWV fUom LampoUW SWadiXm. The\ came ZiWh WZo e[caYaWoUV, ha]maW VXiWV and dXmp
WUXckV in WoZ. CommXniW\ membeUV moVWl\ blocked Whe effoUWV Wo cleaU Whe encampmenW,
XlWimaWel\ pUoWecWing all bXW one WenW and WZo Zooden VhelWeUV.

³Police cUacked doZn on VXppoUWeUV, pXnching Vome in Whe face and dUagging oWheUV along
Whe gUoXnd,´ UeadV a UecenW VWaWemenW fUom ESN. OUgani]eUV claim one UeVidenW defending a
VhelWeU ZaV deWained b\ police afWeU being WUampled b\ VeYeUal officeUV, and ZaV eYenWXall\
UeleaVed fUom cXVWod\ ZiWh deep cXWV and bUXiVeV on hiV bod\.  AccoUding Wo police, aW leaVW
WZo officeUV VXVWained minoU injXUieV, and VeYeUal pUoWeVWeUV Zho did noW liYe aW Whe ViWe ZeUe
aUUeVWed.

DXe Wo Whe commXniW\ pUoWeVWV, Whe aWWempW Wo cleaU LampoUW SWadiXm pUoYed laUgel\
XnVXcceVVfXl. BXW Whe ciW\¶V open WhUeaW Wo oWheU encampmenWV loomV. A ciW\ VpokeVpeUVon
confiUmed WheUe aUe moUe cleaUingV Wo come. (AnoWheU VpokeVpeUVon VWaWed WhaW Whe incidenW
aW LampoUW SWadiXm ZaV a ³geneUal ciW\ diUecWiYe,´ Zhich ZaVn¶W UelaWed Wo PaWhZa\ InVide.)
AW Whe Wime of pXblicaWion, Hol\ TUiniW\ haV noW \eW heaUd ZheWheU iWV encampmenW Zill be
WaUgeWed, bXW Whe poVVibiliW\ caVWV a VhadoZ oYeU Whe chXUch.
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CUoZe, foU heU paUW, VeeV Whe ciW\¶V lack of an\ definiWe plan foU Whe VhelWeU V\VWem aV one of Whe
biggeVW conceUnV foU ToUonWo¶V XnhoXVed popXlaWion. She callV Whe WempoUaU\ hoWel V\VWem ³a
band aid in a pandemic.´ FoU CUoZe, WheUe iV no qXeVWion: homeleVVneVV can onl\ be VolYed
ZiWh maVViYe collecWiYe effoUWV²and pUoYiding Vafe, Vingle-Uoom VhelWeUV and peUmanenW
hoXVing haV Wo be Whe pUioUiW\.

BXW Vhe alVo belieYeV Ze VhoXld Whink eYen biggeU. She ZanWV Wo Vee a UeWXUn Wo Whe W\pe of
naWional Vocial hoXVing pUogUam WhaW Canada had afWeU Whe GUeaW DepUeVVion. The
goYeUnmenW commiWWed Wo VXbVidi]ed moUWgageV, gUanWed loanV Wo incenWiYi]e hoXVing
conVWUXcWion, pUoYided Vocial hoXVing foU VenioU ciWi]enV, and moUe. CUoZe Ueali]eV WheUe aUe
VmalleU VWepV Wo Wake fiUVW, WhoXgh. ³In Whe VhoUW WeUm, Whe onl\ Za\ Ze can fi[ hoXVing foU
people iV WhUoXgh UenW VXpplemenWV, oU hoXVing alloZanceV,´ Vhe Va\V. 

In Whe long WeUm, foU an iVVXe aV inWUicaWel\ comple[ aV homeleVVneVV, WheUe needV Wo be moUe:
MoUe ciW\ ZoUkeUV and VhelWeU VWaff, Vo Whe\ can adeqXaWel\ caUe foU WhoVe Zho aUe XnhoXVed.
MoUe paid Vick da\V and impUoYed Vocial aVViVWance UaWeV, Vo people can VecXUe and hold on
Wo peUmanenW hoXVing. MoUe aid foU childUen in abXViYe homeV, Zho haYe higheU chanceV of
deYeloping menWal illneVVeV and becoming XnhoXVed. MoUe VXppoUW foU WhoVe e[peUiencing
addicWion. And fXndamenWall\, moUe naWion-Zide acWV dedicaWed Wo VolYing homeleVVneVV,
UaWheU Whan e[pecWing ciWieV and pUoYinceV Wo do Vo alone.

 
Toda\, the marbles aUe falling off of Whe memoUial. WheWheU  iW¶V fUom Whe blXVWeU\ ZeaWheU
oU Whe people Zho pick Whem off foU WhemVelYeV, WheUe aUe noZ hone\comb-like gapV of cleaU
empW\ UeVin VhellV in Whe moVaic. The Hol\ TUiniW\ Weam hopeV Wo fill Whe holeV, bXW iW¶V XncleaU
Zhen WhaW Zill happen.
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GUanW UemembeUV qXeVWioning Whe fXWXUe of Whe memoUial one moUning in paUWicXlaU, Zhen
Whe\ looked oXW of WheiU office ZindoZ and noWiced VeYeUal black SUVV in fUonW of Whe chXUch.
The\ Zalked oXW Wo find PUemieU DoXg FoUd obVeUYing Whe memoUial, pUeVXmabl\ on a bUeak
fUom a meeWing in a neaUb\ bXilding. 

GUanW appUoached FoUd Wo Walk Wo him aboXW Whe XnhoXVed popXlaWion in ToUonWo. ³I Wold him
Whe memoUial iV liWeUall\ collapVing XndeU Whe ZeighW of all of WheVe nameV,´ Whe\ Vaid. ³All of
WheVe people¶V liYeV haYe gone, haYe Vlipped WhUoXgh oXU fingeUV.´

FoUd ZaV V\mpaWheWic. He Wold GUanW WhaW ma\be Whe pUoYince coXld pa\ foU a Zall ZiWh all of
Whe nameV engUaYed on iW, bXW GUanW poliWel\ declined. ³We liYe in a VWaWe of ongoing conflicW.
A Vocial conflicW WhaW, foU Whe majoUiW\ of people, iV inYiVible,´ Whe\ Va\. 

While a Zall of nameV ZoXld pa\ UeVpecW Wo WhoVe Zho haYe paVVed aZa\, GUanW belieYeV WhaW
iW ZoXld be pUemaWXUe. The\ liken FoUd¶V offeU Wo bXilding a ZaU memoUial of VoUWV, bXW Whe
hoXVing cUiViV in ToUonWo iV faU fUom oYeU. ³We ZanW WheVe folkV Wo be honoXUed in
peaceWime,´ GUanW Va\V, looking aW Whe UoZV of nameV on Whe pageV. ³We need Wo end WhaW ZaU
fiUVW.´

Stephanie Bai is a student at the Universit\ of Toronto, where she is currentl\ managing
online editor at the Varsit\. She frequentl\ contributes to her campus publication, and she
has also written for This maga]ine. Find her on Twitter @stephanieb\e_.
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SWeSKaQLe BaL JXQe 8, 2021

ReVidenWial Vchool VXUYiYoU ZanWV CaWholic ChXUch Wo Sa\
millionV oUiginall\ SUomiVed

bUoadYieZ.oUg/NaPORRSV-caWKROLc-cKXUcK-aSRORg\-accRXQWabLOLW\

GarneW Angeconeb Zas siWWing in his liYing room in SioX[ LookoXW, OnW., Zhen neZs from
Kamloops, B.C. flashed across his WeleYision: 215 bodies of bXried children Zere foXnd aW Whe
Kamloops Indian ResidenWial School. On Ma\ 27, Tk¶eml~ps We SecZppemc KXkpi7 (Chief)
Rosanne Casimir released a sWaWemenW aboXW Whe sWXdenWs¶ remains.

A 65-\ear-old sXrYiYor of Pelican Falls ResidenWial School originall\ from Lac SeXl FirsW
NaWion and a member of Whe Order of Canada for his adYocac\ Zork on behalf of oWher
sXrYiYors, Angeconeb c\cled beWZeen ZanWing Wo cr\, Wo feelings of anger and YalidaWion.

³One qXesWion WhaW came Wo mind Zas: Zhen is Whis all going Wo be oYer?´ he said. As a
longWime acWiYisW Zho has ZiWnessed Canada¶s reckoning ZiWh Whe residenWial school s\sWem,
Angeconeb is frXsWraWed WhaW Whe CaWholic ChXrch, Zhich oYersaZ a majoriW\ of residenWial
schools inclXding Whe one in Kamloops, has eYaded responsibiliW\ for so long, and he ZanWs iW
Wo pa\ Whe millions iW originall\ promised sXrYiYors.

From 1890 Wo 1969, a CaWholic enWiW\ called Whe Missionar\ OblaWes of Mar\ ImmacXlaWe ran
Kamloops Indian ResidenWial School on Whe WradiWional WerriWor\ of Whe SecZppemc people,
before Whe federal goYernmenW assXmed conWrol, WXrning iW inWo a da\ school XnWil 1978.
ThroXghoXW Whe school¶s hisWor\, Where Zere Zidespread reporWs of abXse and sWarYaWion. 

Angeconeb emphasi]es WhaW Whe findings aW Kamloops reflecW Whe legac\ of Canada¶s
residenWial school s\sWem, seW Xp Wo forcibl\ assimilaWe IndigenoXs children and e[cise an\
WradiWions, cXlWXral pracWices, or langXages Whe\ kneZ. ³This is liYing hisWor\,´ he said. The
firsW residenWial school opened in Whe 1830s, and Whe lasW one closed in 1996. ³We haYe
sXrYiYors of Whe Indian residenWial schools sWill aliYe Woda\ WhaW are dealing ZiWh Whe pain of
hisWoric WraXma.´

The CaWholic ChXrch has recenWl\ come Xnder fire in parWicXlar for iWs inYolYemenW in
residenWial schools. IW ran roXghl\ 60 percenW of Whe schools in Canada, according Wo The
Globe and Mail, and Whe Missionar\ OblaWes of Mar\ ImmacXlaWe operaWed appro[imaWel\ 47
percenW oYerall, according Wo The Canadian Press. NoZ, Where are eYen calls from UniWed
NaWions e[perWs Wo formall\ inYesWigaWe Whe ChXrch¶s role.

https://broadview.org/kamloops-catholic-church-apology-accountability/
https://tkemlups.ca/wp-content/uploads/05-May-27-2021-TteS-MEDIA-RELEASE.pdf
https://collections.irshdc.ubc.ca/index.php/Detail/entities/46
https://www.kamloopsthisweek.com/community/kamloops-history-the-dark-and-difficult-legacy-of-the-kamloops-indian-residential-school-1.24215330
https://broadview.org/tag/indigenous/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-catholic-church-ran-most-of-canadas-residential-schools-yet-remains/
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/identifying-childrens-remains-at-b-c-residential-school-stalled-by-lack-of-records
https://www.vice.com/en/article/wx5jay/canada-215-indigenous-children-un-criminal-investigation
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Pope Francis speaks from Whe ZindoZ of his sWXdio oYerlooking SW. PeWer¶s SqXare aW The VaWican on JXne
6, 2021. The CaWholic ChXrch¶s inYolYemenW in Whe residenWial s\sWem has come Xnder fire afWer Whe

discoYer\ of 215 sWXdenWs¶ remains in Kamloops, and Pope Francis is hearing man\ calls for an official
apolog\ Wo sXrYiYors. (AP PhoWo/Domenico SWinellis)

YeW, afWer Whe discoYer\ of Whe bXrial siWe aW Kamloops, Pope Francis has onl\ said he felW
³pain´ Wo learn of Whe ³sad discoYer\.´ AlWhoXgh Whe Canadian Conference of CaWholic Bishops
has Yoiced Wheir ³deepesW sorroZ,´ Zhen Archbishop J. Michael Miller of Whe VancoXYer
Archdiocese called on oWher CaWholic organi]aWions Wo open access Wo Wheir residenWial school
archiYes conWaining essenWial informaWion for idenWif\ing remains, he has been meW b\ silence
from Whe Missionar\ OblaWes of Mar\ ImmacXlaWe. 

In Wheir sWaWemenW, Whe Missionar\ OblaWes of Mar\ ImmacXlaWe e[pressed ³sincere regreW´ for
Wheir parWicipaWion in Whe residenWial school s\sWem, bXW Whe\ haYe noW confirmed if Whe\ Zill
release Wheir records, Zhich Whe\ haYe refXsed Wo do in Whe pasW.

³The CaWholic ChXrch has pla\ed hardball ZiWh Whe IndigenoXs peoples,´ Angeconeb said. 

He knoZs Whis beWWer Whan mosW. He Zas a former board member of Whe Aboriginal Healing
FoXndaWion, Zhich ran from 1988 XnWil 2014, Zhen Whe SWephen Harper goYernmenW cXW off
iWs fXnding. This organi]aWion, dedicaWed Wo bringing commXniW\-based healing sXpporWs Wo

https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2021/06/06/not-an-apology-popes-statement-on-residential-school-deaths-angers-those-seeking-accountability-from-church.html
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/CCCB-Statement-on-discovery-at-residential-school-in-Kamloops-31-May-2021-EN.pdf
https://twitter.com/archbmiller/status/1400190180217090050
https://secureservercdn.net/104.238.71.250/30a.492.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Media-Release-KIRS-1.pdf
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IndigenoXs peoples naWionall\, Zas inclXded in Whe CaWholic ChXrch¶s original commiWmenWs
in Whe Indian ResidenWial Schools SeWWlemenW AgreemenW (IRSSA). This agreemenW came inWo
effecW in 2007 and is Whe largesW class-acWion sXiW in Canada¶s hisWor\. 

Under Whe IRSSA, Whe CaWholic ChXrch agreed Wo pa\ $79 million oYerall as resWiWXWion for
Wheir inYolYemenW in Whe residenWial school s\sWem. $29 million ZoXld be paid in cash, Whe
majoriW\ of Zhich Zas sXpposed Wo go Wo Whe Aboriginal Healing FoXndaWion. AnoWher $25
million ZoXld go Wo Xnspecified ³In-Kind SerYices,´ and Whe ChXrch also commiWWed Wo
fXndraising WhroXgh iWs ³besW efforWs´ an addiWional $25 million for healing sXpporWs for
residenWial school sXrYiYors, families, and commXniWies. 

HoZeYer, an inYesWigaWion from The Globe and Mail in 2016 foXnd WhaW a legal missWep in a
2013 laZsXiW goW Whe CaWholic ChXrch off Whe hook for oYer $20 million. The goYernmenW filed
Whe laZsXiW againsW CaWholic enWiWies, alleging WhaW Whe\ Zere $1.6 million shorW in Wheir
pa\menW Wo Whe Aboriginal Healing FoXndaWion. 

The Globe e[amined coXrW docXmenWs, Zhich reYealed WhaW dXring email negoWiaWions,
Gordon KXski, Whe CaWholic enWiWies¶ laZ\er, Zas allegedl\ led Wo belieYe WhaW Ale[ander Ga\,
Whe goYernmenW¶s laZ\er, had accepWed a proposal b\ Whe CaWholic enWiWies. This ZoXld alloZ
Whe CaWholic enWiWies Wo pa\ $1.2 million in reWXrn for being released from all oWher financial
obligaWions in Whe IRSSA WhaW had noW \eW been meW.

³The CaWholic ChXUch haV Sla\ed haUdball ZiWh Whe IndigenoXV SeoSleV.´

² GaUQeW AQgecRQeb

The proposal effecWiYel\ meanW WhaW Whe CaWholic ChXrch dodged iWs original commiWmenWs Wo
sXrYiYors, inclXding iWs agreemenW Wo fXndraise WhroXgh iWs ³besW efforWs´ $25 million for
healing sXpporWs. The inYesWigaWion foXnd Whe ChXrch had onl\ raised $3.7 million of Whis
amoXnW, and a financial sWaWemenW sXggesWed WhaW less Whan $2.2 million Zas acWXall\
donaWed. BURadYieZ reached oXW Wo Whe CroZn-IndigenoXs RelaWions and NorWhern Affairs
Canada DeparWmenW and Whe Canadian Conference of CaWholic Bishops for commenW, bXW did
noW receiYe a response. 

³The CaWholic ChXrch did noW honoXr iWs commiWmenWs in Whe [Indian] ResidenWial School
SeWWlemenW AgreemenW,´ Angeconeb said. ³In facW, Whe\ choose Wo pla\ games ZiWh sXrYiYors.´

The Globe reporWed WhaW alWhoXgh Whe goYernmenW had no inWenWion Wo accepW KXski¶s
proposal, a jXdge rXled oWherZise, and Whe CaWholic ChXrch Zas no longer boXnd Wo iWs
original commiWmenWs Wo fXnd residenWial school sXrYiYors¶ healing. Angeconeb sees Whis as a
monXmenWal loss. In an open leWWer calling for a reYieZ of Whe IRSSA, he also sa\s WhaW noZ,
more Whan eYer, afWer Whe discoYer\ in Kamloops, IndigenoXs peoples need adeqXaWe
commXniW\-based healing iniWiaWiYes. He belieYes WhaW Whe mone\ originall\ promised b\ Whe
CaWholic ChXrch Xnder Whe IRSSA coXld haYe helped sXsWain Whose sXpporWs. 

http://www.residentialschoolsettlement.ca/Schedule_O-3.pdf
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/legal-misstep-lets-catholics-off-hook-for-residential-schools-compensation/article29657424/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/legal-misstep-lets-catholics-off-hook-for-residential-schools-compensation/article29657424/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/legal-misstep-lets-catholics-off-hook-for-residential-schools-compensation/article29657424/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/legal-misstep-lets-catholics-off-hook-for-residential-schools-compensation/article29657424/
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³When \oX heal one person, iW has a mXlWipl\ing effecW on Whe commXniW\,´ he said. ³BXW iW
does Wake resoXrces Wo do WhaW.´ 

AlWhoXgh Whe CaWholic ChXrch is no longer legall\ obligaWed Wo fXndraise Whe enWire $25
million, Angeconeb conWends WhaW Whe denominaWion shoXld hold iWself accoXnWable Wo iWs
iniWial promise. ³IW¶s Wime Wo saWisf\ Whese agreemenWs « and When jXsW honoXr iWs commiWmenW
WhaW iW said WhaW iW ZoXld do,´ he said. ³I Whink WhaW ZoXld be a good gesWXre.´

Those fXnds can aid Whe healing process of residenWial school sXrYiYors and Wheir sXrroXnding
commXniWies. The commXniW\-based healing iniWiaWiYes WhaW Angeconeb parWicipaWed in
dXring his Wime ZiWh Whe Aboriginal Healing FoXndaWion empoZered IndigenoXs peoples b\
alloZing Whem Wo design Wheir oZn healing programs. 

³IW broXghW aboXW a sense of resWoraWion,´ he said. ³And iW broXghW back a sense of Zho Ze
Zere as a people.´

To find an\ fXrWher measXre of closXre WhoXgh, Angeconeb belieYes Whe CaWholic ChXrch mXsW
also begin ZiWh an apolog\. DespiWe long-sWanding calls from figXres like Prime MinisWer
JXsWin TrXdeaX for Whe Pope Wo issXe a formal apolog\ Wo residenWial school sXrYiYors, Whe
VaWican has remained silenW. Angeconeb sees Whis as a sign of a lack of sinceriW\ in efforWs Wo
mend relaWions ZiWh IndigenoXs peoples.

³[An apolog\] is an acknoZledgemenW of Whe WrXWh,´ he said. ³WiWhoXW WhaW, Where¶s no real
meaningfXl Za\ Wo heal.´

³There can be no real reconciliaWion.´

***

SWeShanie Bai iV BroadYieZ¶V 2021 digiWal iQWeUQ. 

EmRWiRQal VXSSRUW RU aVViVWaQce fRU WhRVe ZhR aUe affecWed b\ Whe UeVideQWial VchRRl V\VWem
caQ be fRXQd aW IQdiaQ ReVideQWial SchRRl SXUYiYRUV SRcieW\ WRll-fUee 1 (800) 721-0066 RU 24
hU CUiViV LiQe 1 (866) 925-4419.

 
 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/pope-no-apology-residential-school-1.4596439
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B\ SWeSKaQLe BaL DecePbeU 24, 2020

PaVWa dXUing a Sandemic: hoZ Dadd\o¶V iV fighWing Wo
VWa\ oSen

WheYaUViW\.ca/2020/12/24/SaVWa-dXULQJ-a-SaQdePLc-KRZ-dadd\RV-LV-ILJKWLQJ-WR-VWa\-RSeQ

On the corner of SXsse[ AYenXe and Spadina AYenXe in Toronto, a neon open sign flickers in
the ZindoZ of Dadd\o¶s Pasta & Salads. For the past 14 \ears, this 500-sqXare-foot
restaXrant has stood here, its Zalls coYered Zith framed letters and signed pictXres ² thank-
\oX notes from gratefXl U of T stXdent groXps, alXmni, and other satisfied cXstomers that
span \ears. 

There are so man\ hanging on the Zalls that the\ look like bricks, stacked Xp all the Za\ from
the floor to the ceiling. At night, the restaXrant¶s aZning emits a soft light, illXminating a red
and \elloZ painted storefront. Another sign tells cXstomers: ³Don¶t Walk Pasta Place.´

³I can YiYidl\ remember the smell Zalking toZard Dadd\o¶s,´ said Shannon McKechnie, a U
of T alXm. ³Garlic, pasta, tomatoes ² jXst Yer\ comforting.´

Looking at the e[terior, there are more ZindoZs than Zalls. EYen from oXtside, \oX can see
the Zarml\ lit \elloZ interior. Behind the cash register coXnter is an open kitchen, Zhere
cXstomers can see their food being made. ³It almost feels like \oX¶re going into someone¶s

https://thevarsity.ca/2020/12/24/pasta-during-a-pandemic-how-daddyos-is-fighting-to-stay-open/
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home, trXl\, becaXse it¶s so small,´ said LXcia PlXnkett, a third-\ear U of T stXdent stXd\ing
enYironmental ethics. ³There¶s onl\ a coXple tables« YoX can talk to eYer\one Zho¶s in
there.´

BXt for almost a \ear noZ, the chatter at Dadd\o¶s has died doZn. Since the COVID-19
pandemic hit, remote classes at U of T and dining restrictions haYe meant that the
restaXrant¶s black plastic chairs sit empt\ and the tables remain cleared. For a small bXsiness
so integrated into the U of T commXnit\, the pandemic has Ziped oXt a major cXstomer base.

On top of this, on NoYember 20, Ontario Premier DoXg Ford annoXnced reneZed lockdoZn
measXres in Toronto and Peel region, limiting non-essential bXsinesses to takeoXt and
deliYer\ serYice onl\. RestaXrants Canada, an association representing restaXrant oZners,
estimated that indoor dining closXres ZoXld goXge the sales of fXll-serYice restaXrants b\ as
mXch as 80 per cent, Zhile qXick-serYice restaXrants coXld lose more than 40 per cent. Man\
restaXrants are Xnlikel\ to sXrYiYe.

³BXsiness has gotten terrible,´ said Jeffre\ MarkXs, one of the restaXrant¶s co-foXnders,
sometimes called µDadd\o¶ b\ U of T stXdents. ³There Zas a lot of fear ² Zhat are Ze going to
do?´

 HRZ iW all begaQ

The idea for Dadd\o¶s Zas born in a coffee shop. OYer 14 \ears ago, Sri Thangarajah, an old
emplo\ee from another pasta restaXrant MarkXs had oZned \ears before, called Xp MarkXs,
asking to meet. At the cafp, Thangarajah told MarkXs that he Zanted to qXit his job to start a
restaXrant together. Thangarajah ZoXld head the chef dXties, Zhile MarkXs ZoXld handle the
operational side of bXsiness.

It had been \ears since MarkXs oZned a restaXrant, bXt he remembered a listing he¶d seen in
the TRURQWR SWaU aroXnd tZo \ears earlier. MarkXs and Thangarajah left the coffee shop and
Zent to the corner of SXsse[ AYenXe and Spadina AYenXe to talk to the oZner. AroXnd si[
months later, Dadd\o¶s opened.

MarkXs, a 64-\ear-old man Zith short, cropped gre\ hair and a bXsh\ gre\ mXstache, is the
face of Dadd\o¶s. AlthoXgh he¶s not Italian and he doesn¶t label his restaXrant as Italian-
oZned cXisine, he certainl\ looks the part. In Yideos on the restaXrant¶s social media
platforms, he can sometimes be seen sporting sXnglasses and a straZ fedora, pXffing on a
cigar.

In a Za\, the restaXrant is his namesake: tZo of his \oXngest children began calling him
µDadd\o¶ Zhile the\ Zere in elementar\ school. ³Ma\be the\ saZ it in a cartoon. I don¶t
knoZ,´ MarkXs said. The name stXck. Soon, U of T stXdents began calling him that too.

https://www.cp24.com/news/toronto-and-peel-placed-under-lockdown-all-non-essential-retail-will-be-limited-to-curbside-pickup-only-1.5197335
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2020/10/09/2106455/0/en/Ontario-s-restaurants-will-need-support-to-survive-indoor-dining-closures.html
https://www.instagram.com/p/CAnyuN6hIZP/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
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³He¶s like eYer\one¶s dad,´ said PlXnkett. MarkXs became knoZn aroXnd campXs as a friendl\
commXnit\ figXre, often chatting Zith cXstomers Zho passed throXgh his restaXrant.
StXdents learned aboXt certain informal rXles he has, like hoZ he neYer lets \oX sprinkle
cheese on \oXr pasta \oXrself. And hoZ he sometimes likes to throZ in free e[tra sides, sXch
as a drink or garlic bread, for no particXlar reason at all.

³Jeff is central to the e[perience of Yisiting Dadd\o¶s,´ Vamika Jain, a third-\ear U of T
stXdent stXd\ing international relations, Zrote in an email to The VaUVLW\.

For somebod\ Zho fits into the restaXrant bXsiness Zith sXch ease, MarkXs didn¶t originall\
plan on going into the line of Zork. ³I became a restaXranteXr jXst b\ natXral eYolXtion.´

Born in Toronto and raised in Miami, Florida, MarkXs traYelled aroXnd the Zorld Zorking in
casinos starting from age 17. In the 1980s, he liYed in Africa, EXrope, and Asia, dealing at
blackjack tables in illegal and legal casinos alike. He came back to Toronto in 1983, Zorking
as a general manager in nightclXbs, and foXnd his Za\ into the restaXrant indXstr\
inadYertentl\. ³I jXst greZ into it becaXse I¶Ye alZa\s been an entrepreneXr,´ MarkXs said.

He didn¶t haYe an\ interest in cooking groZing Xp, bXt he alZa\s Zanted to oZn something
for himself. ³That¶s Zhat small bXsinessmen are all aboXt: Ze don¶t haYe bosses ² Ze¶re oXr
boss,´ he said. ³The decisions are all right there for Xs. YoX make them, \oX don¶t make them
² \oX liYe Zith the repercXssions.´

This \ear, the pandemic has presented MarkXs and Thangarajah Zith some of their toXghest
decisions \et. Like man\ other restaXrants in Toronto, COVID-19 has gXtted its reYenXe.
³OXr losses Zere hXge,´ said MarkXs. The\ Zeren¶t sXre the\ coXld sXrYiYe.

LockdoZn measXres haYe goXged the food serYice indXstr\. According to Statistics Canada,
at least 400,000 preYioXsl\-emplo\ed people in this sector Zere still oXt of a job in JXl\. As
the pandemic dragged on after March, MarkXs and Thangarajah risked the possibilit\ of
incXrring major debt. MeanZhile, Thangarajah has a pregnant Zife, tZo small kids, and a
mortgage to sXpport. On top of this, MarkXs and his Zife are especiall\ at risk for the YirXs
becaXse the\¶re both diabetic, bXt MarkXs and Thangarajah still Zork 70±80 hoXrs a Zeek
dXring the pandemic.

³I¶m not tr\ing to be c\nical aboXt it, bXt it¶s reall\, reall\ a mess Zhat¶s going on here« Ford
[is] shXtting doZn the small bXsinessman,´ MarkXs said. ³The\¶re not giYen an opportXnit\
to sXrYiYe.´ Dadd\o¶s faced a critical challenge: ZoXld it be able to oXtliYe the pandemic, or
ZoXld it haYe to close its doors foreYer?

The SaQdePic¶V iPSacW

Near the end of September, MarkXs and Thangarajah handed their landlord a notice to end
their lease. ³We Zere shXtting doZn,´ MarkXs said. ³Not man\ people are aZare of that.´

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/200710/dq200710a-eng.htm?HPA=1
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The\ had accrXed staggering losses, bXt mone\ Zasn¶t the onl\ reason the\ considered
shXttering their bXsiness. It Zas also personal.

³It¶s Yer\ tr\ing mentall\ to go there eYer\ da\, to knoZ \oX sat there and had the incredible
bXsiness and life e[periences for 14 \ears,´ MarkXs said. ³NoZ, all of a sXdden, \oX sit there,
and \oX Zait for 10 people to come oYer a coXrse of foXr hoXrs and ma\be 20 Ubers, Zhich
\oX knoZ ² it jXst gets Yer\ depressing.´

This ma\ haYe been one of the most deYastating bloZs to Dadd\o¶s ² not jXst the lost
reYenXe, bXt also the lost conYersations. ³OXr campXs is Yast and oXr commXnit\ is spread
oXt, bXt Dadd\o¶s is one of those places that reall\ brings Xs all together,´ Jain Zrote. When
MarkXs and Thangarajah first boXght the space, the\ kneZ their cXstomers ZoXld likel\ be
from U of T, bXt the\ coXld not haYe predicted hoZ Yital the\ ZoXld become to the campXs¶
commXnit\.

For man\ stXdents, Dadd\o¶s feels like home. For PlXnkett in particXlar, she remembered
needing that feeling most dXring her first \ear, Zhen she moYed across the coXntr\ from a
small sXbXrb to Toronto. EYen before classes began, she felt pangs of homesickness and
considered moYing back. ³I think I jXst had no sense of commXnit\ \et,´ PlXnkett said. ³I jXst
felt reall\ lonel\ and isolated.´

One of the Yer\ first meals she had at U of T Zas from Dadd\o¶s. As a Varsit\ field hocke\
athlete, Dadd\o¶s catered her team meetings eYer\ Frida\. ³I jXst remember being so«
oYerZhelmed Zith jo\ becaXse it¶s sXch comforting food,´ she said. ³It felt like a home cooked
meal« familiar and friendl\ and Zarm.´

If she eYer Zalked into the restaXrant Zearing Varsit\ gear, she kneZ a Dadd\o¶s emplo\ee
ZoXld ask aboXt her season. ³That Zas reall\ sort of a change from hoZ I think traditionall\
XniYersit\ can be,´ she said. ³I think sometimes it can be kind of cold. BXt Dadd\o¶s is alZa\s
so Zelcoming.´

Ultimatel\, after Zeeks of deliberation, MarkXs and Thangarajah decided to rescind their
notice and keep their restaXrant open. BXt their strXggle to oXtlast the pandemic Zasn¶t oYer.
Right Zhen the\ resolYed to pXsh throXgh, in October and NoYember, the\ hit their biggest
challenge \et.

³As soon as Ze said that, bXsiness reall\ dipped,´ MarkXs said. ³It reall\ hit a bottoming oXt
that Ze hadn¶t seen since the pandemic started.´

WhaW dReV Whe fXWXUe lRRk like?

On NoYember 26, MarkXs posted a Yideo to the Dadd\o¶s Instagram accoXnt. It began Zith
his t\pical greeting, bXt this time, he had a somber message to deliYer.

³Hi gX\s, Dadd\o here,´ he said. ³QXite frankl\, things are reall\ toXgh.´

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CIEcNoPh_pi/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
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He asked commXnit\ members to sXpport the restaXrant becaXse he Zasn¶t sXre hoZ mXch
longer the\ coXld keep going. ³I¶m calling oXt all oXr pasta gX\s, eYer\bod\ [Zho¶s loYed]
Dadd\o¶s oYer the last 14 \ears,´ he said. ³Help Xs sXrYiYe.´

In the Zeeks since the Yideo Zas posted, it has accXmXlated oYer 51,000 YieZs and almost
150 comments. Along Zith that attention, Dadd\o¶s has receiYed an oXtpoXr of sXpport from
the commXnit\. The restaXrant eYen learned aboXt tZo separate offers to set Xp GoFXndMe
campaigns. On a call Zith his daXghter, Zho rXns Dadd\o¶s social media accoXnts, MarkXs
told her to reach oXt to the donors and thank them for their kindness, bXt tell them that he
didn¶t Zant to accept the mone\.

AlthoXgh he Zas oYerZhelmed and gratefXl for the sXpport, it Zasn¶t hoZ he Zanted to rXn
his restaXrant. ³We¶re not interested in charit\,´ he said. ³We¶re interested in bXsiness.´

BXt this sparked an idea. MarkXs reali]ed that if people Zanted to donate to Dadd\o¶s, he
coXld Xse that mone\ to giYe back to the Toronto commXnit\. On NoYember 27, he posted a
Yideo aboXt his neZ initiatiYe: Dadd\o¶s Feeds the DoZntoZn. EYer\ dollar that people
donate Zill be Xsed to make pasta meals for frontline Zorkers, homeless shelters, and
charities.

Bl\the Media, an email marketing agenc\, reached oXt and donated $2,000. Beginning on
December 8, the\ are helping Dadd\o¶s coordinate pasta drop-offs Zith groXps like the
UniYersit\ Health NetZork eYer\ TXesda\ and ThXrsda\. The restaXrant is schedXled to
donate 80 meals each Zeek. ³E[cept for a short break for Christmas, Ze¶re going to continXe
to do that into the neZ \ear, so the fXnds are spent,´ MarkXs said.

On December 6, the\ sXrpassed $5,000 in donations. MarkXs credited the e[perience Zith
reshaping his perspectiYe on the restaXrant¶s fXtXre. He remembered being afraid at the idea
of losing his bXsiness. ³Since I Zas 17, I¶Ye been Zorking eYer\ da\ in m\ life,´ he said. ³I
feared« not Zorking, becaXse I didn¶t knoZ Zhat I ZoXld do.´

BXt seeing the U of T commXnit\ come together to sXpport the restaXrant, MarkXs felt a neZ
clarit\. ³Like I said to m\ Zife the other da\, I¶m jXst so reinYigorated b\ the Zhole thing. I
got to a point after rXnning restaXrants for oYer 40 \ears, jXst reall\ bXrned oXt b\ m\ Zhole
career« and this has giYen me a Zhole neZ challenge,´ he said. ³As a crXst\ old man, I jXst
feel bloZn aZa\ b\ eYer\thing.´

According to MarkXs, the game plan is to make it Xntil ne[t September. He figXres that b\
then, the Yaccine Zill likel\ be distribXted and stXdents Zill be back on campXs. GiYen the
engagement leYels oYer Dadd\o¶s posts, it seems that the U of T commXnit\ is determined to
keep Dadd\o¶s aliYe to see that da\.

For stXdents like Jain, this restaXrant is more than jXst the local pasta joint ² it is also an
achingl\ familiar place of comfort. Once, Zhen she Zas haYing the Zorst Zeek of her life and
Zalking home to WoodsZorth College Residence Zith tears streaming doZn her face, she

https://www.instagram.com/p/CIHLRc8h-Mf/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
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impXlsiYel\ tXrned into Dadd\o¶s instead. Barel\ haYing Ziped her e\es, she placed her order
in a shak\ Yoice.

³Jeff sat me doZn, told me to breathe, and asked me if I Zas oka\,´ she Zrote. ³It all came
tXmbling oXt and I don¶t remember e[actl\ Zhat he said, bXt I knoZ that b\ the time he gaYe
me the pasta and I started Zalking oXt, I Zas laXghing.´

For moments like those, Jain and other stXdents are resolXte in rall\ing aroXnd Dadd\o¶s,
giYing back to a restaXrant that has giYen so mXch to them.

³We¶Ye got his back,´ Jain Zrote. ³Like he¶s alZa\s had oXrs.´

 
 


